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Campus Life Green Team  

Report on Activities – Calendar Year 2006 

Campus Life provides programs, services and facilities of exceptional quality to the Cornell 
community in the areas of residential living and learning, community centers and dining. 

The Campus Life Green Team fosters environmental stewardship in all Campus Life operations 
and facilities through a carefully planned program of sound resource management and 
environmental protection.  The committee also actively partners with staff and students to develop 
sustainable forward-thinking practices, and to promote personal responsibility in recycling and 
conserving natural resources.  

Green Team Mission Statement  
 

The mission of the Cornell University Campus Life Green Team is to establish and work toward 
best practice guidelines for students, faculty and staff in fostering a sustainable environment.  The 
committee seeks to create initiatives and educational programs that encourage a “zero-waste” 
culture, and that set an example for the community and the world. 
 

Membership 

Membership of the Campus Life Green Team increased in 2006 to eight active members.  

Staff Members: 

 Jody Kunk-Czaplicki, Ecology House (Fall 06) – Chair 

 Scott Doyle, Residential & Event Services 

 Julie Glanville, Marketing & Communications 

 Chris Gomber, Purchasing 

 Doug Lockwood, Dining & Retail Services 

 Mike Mott, Campus Life Facilities Management 

 Julie Paige, Residential Programs 

 Denise Shaw, Residential Programs 

Student Members: 

 Stephanie Radi, Human Ecology, Class of 2010 

 Rina Wolok, Human Ecology, Class of 2007 

 
Ex-Officio Members: 

 Dean Koyanagi, Cornell Sustainability Coordinator 

 Ethan Rainwater, Sustainability Intern 

 Spring Buck, Transportation 
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Goals for 2006 

No formal goals were established for calendar year 2006.  However, over the course of the year 
Green Team members uniformly worked toward the following objectives:  
 

 Expand Green Team representation to all functional units of Campus Life 

 Evaluate the success of the Reusable Mug Campaign 

 Continue promoting student collaboration and supporting student environmental projects 

 Maintain and expand successful programs 

Activity Overview 
The Campus Life Green Team was involved in a number of projects throughout the 2006 
calendar year: 
 

 Mission Statement - Created a Green Team Mission Statement (see above). 
 

 Sustainability Day – Participated in the campus-wide Sustainability Day 2006.  Campus 
Life highlighted its environmental initiatives including Dump & Run and Cornell Dining’s 
sustainability efforts (composting, local and regional food purchasing, Fair Trade coffee 
from Starbucks, and Fair Trade brownies from Willard Straight bakery). 

 

 Slope Day – Established a relationship with Terracycle, Inc. (www.terracycle.org) to 
reuse water bottles from Cornell’s annual Slope Day. The Green Team – along with 
student and staff volunteers – assisted Terracyle in recovering and reusing more than 
17,000 plastic bottles, reducing waste and helping to subsidize waste/recycling fees from 
the event. 

 

 Dump and Run – Helped support Campus Life’s 4
th
 annual Dump and Run event, in 

which thirty tons of discarded student items were diverted from the waste stream, sorted 
and resold.  Dump and Run raised $32,000 in profits, which was then donated to local 
charities. Additionally, one ton of clothing was donated to the Tioga County flood victims 
and 15 vanloads of food (donated by students leaving the residence halls) were 
distributed to the Friendship Network food pantry program. 

 

 Share the Warmth – Assisted other Campus Life departments with this annual pre-
holiday event that collected 133 bags of donated clothing and blankets from Cornell 
students and staff members.  The donations were distributed to community members 
through Catholic Charities and the Samaritan Center. 

 

 University Departmental Collaboration – Partnered with various departments within 
the College of Agriculture & Life Sciences to bring the national Sustainable Agriculture 
Educators conference to Cornell, scheduled for summer 2007. The conference, which 
will include an estimated 100-200 participants, will focus on "green" principles and will be 
held at Alice Cook House, a building certified by the U.S. Green Building Association’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. 

 

 International Relations – Hosted the Federation of Hotel & Restaurant Associations of 
India’s Deputy Secretary General, Malini Rajendran, regarding Campus Life’s 
sustainability measures. Mr. Rajendran attended Green Team meetings and toured 
several dining halls. 

http://www.terracycle.org/
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 Student Project Involvement – Continued to support and be involved with student 
projects from the undergraduate class ALS 477: Environmental Stewardship on the 
Cornell Campus. A number of student-led initiatives were evaluated and determined 
successful, including a Cornell Dining composting program. 
 

 Academic Initiatives – Contributed to the classroom curriculum and collaborated on 
student projects in the School of Hotel Administration class HADM 452: Sustainable 
Development and The Global Hospitality Industry. 

 

 Farm to College (now Farm to Cornell) Working Group initiative – Cornell Dining 
created the Farm to College Working Group initiative in response to student requests to 
increase Cornell Dining’s use of local produce. The Green Team worked with Ithaca 
Produce, Dining’s contracted produce supplier, to benchmark local produce purchases, 
and consequently Dining increased the percentage of locally sourced food by 15-20% 
since benchmarks were implemented in July 2006. 

  

 Dining Hall Composting – Cornell Dining continues to compost pre-consumer and 
post-consumer food waste at its All You Care To Eat dining halls.  The Green Team 
worked with student Danielle Wedral to develop a post-consumer composting program at 
Trillium. This collaboration led to the creation of two part-time Student Sustainability 
Coordinator positions in Cornell Dining. 

 

 Reusable Mug Campaign – Began developing a survey to evaluate the success of the 
reusable mug campaign, which distributed mugs to groups of students in 2004 and 2005 
to reduce paper cup waste.  The survey will be sent to upper-class students this 
academic semester to find out how – and how often – students use their mugs. 

 

 Sustainable Laundry – Based on a student-led effort to sell “eco-conscious” laundry 
detergents on campus, the Green Team worked with Cornell Dining to stock 
environmentally friendly detergent in its convenient stores on North and West Campus. 
As of December 2006 more than 20 cases were sold, at six bottles per case. 

 

 Sustainability in Conference and Event Services – Supported a number of new 
sustainability initiatives for groups using Cornell facilities in the summer months (which 
came to more than 18,500 participants for approximately 90,000 bed nights). All 
participating groups, including Cornell Reunion, were asked to support Cornell’s 
commitment to sustainability by being mindful of resource use. Environmental guides 
were included in each group’s contract and reiterated at check-in.  Billing was done 
largely electronically and conference material was printed double-sided wherever 
possible to conserve paper. 

 

 Student Recognition – The Green Team was highlighted in the November 2006 issue 
of the student-generated Campus Sustainability Newsletter.  The Sustainability Hub, a 
student organization, produces the Campus Sustainability Newsletter monthly. 
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Goals for 2007 
The goals for 2007 are currently being formulated, and will include the following: 
 

 Implement improved benchmarks and reporting practices for Fiscal Year 2007 activities 

 Produce a Green Team Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2007, to be incorporated into 
Campus Life’s 2007 Annual Report  

 Develop a strategic plan for the next 5-10 years 

 Strengthen functional unit representation and partnerships 

 Increase student membership 

 Produce a “Green Living Guidelines” pamphlet to distribute to students and staff 

 Assist students with the implementation of a battery-recycling program in all residence 
halls 

 Continue promoting student collaboration and supporting student environmental projects 

 Maintain and expand successful programs 

 
 

 


