
Dining units
Cornell Dining recycles glass bottles, soda bottles, 
aluminum cans, and newspapers at all dining and retail 
facilities.  Dining is researching recyclable take-out 
containers and cello wraps and plans to introduce 
these products in their retail units.  

Administrative practices
Campus Life recycles its computers, batteries, portable 
electronic devices, inkjet/laser/toner cartridges, and 
CDs & DVDs.  Every Campus Life desk and workspace 
is equipped with a recycling receptacle in addition to a 
garbage can to encourage consistent recycling.  
Offices use recycled paper and recyclable print 
cartridges whenever possible.  Staff are encouraged 
to reduce paper waste by printing documents double-
sided, or by distributing reports and correspondence 
electronically.

Cornell Dining:
Composting
Approximately one ton of food scraps and organic 
waste are collected every day from seven of Cornell 
Dining’s All You Care To Eat dining halls.  This waste 
is composted to fertilize the university’s grounds and 
farms – a practice that significantly reduces Dining’s 
contribution to landfill garbage, and reuses a vital 
natural resource.  

Student Sustainability Coordinators
Two part-time Student Sustainability Coordinators were 
hired to oversee and expand Cornell Dining’s recycling 
and composting efforts. 

Local produce initiative
Cornell Dining purchases 20% of its produce from 
farmers in New York State or within a 100-mile radius, 
and significantly exceeds 20% during peak produce 
seasons.  This “Farm to You” initiative helps support 
the local economy and reduces emissions and fuel 
use associated with transporting food from distant 
locations.  
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Campus Life:
Contributing to a Sustainable 
Campus Environment
Campus Life is committed to advancing sustainable 
practices and reducing environmental impact in all of 
our housing, dining, and community center operations.  

As a unit within Cornell’s Division of Student and 
Academic Services, we also partner with students and 
staff to develop environmentally sound policies.  We 
promote personal responsibility in conserving natural 
resources and encourage recycling.  

The Campus Life Green Team, a group of staff and 
students dedicated to championing environmental 
concerns, helps to lead Campus Life’s efforts in 
environmental stewardship.  

The following is a summary of Campus Life’s recent 
sustainability efforts:

Campus-wide events:
Dump & Run
Last year Campus Life’s 4th annual Dump & Run 
program collected, sorted, and resold 30 tons of 
discarded student items including clothing, furnishings, 
books, and appliances.  In addition to diverting waste 
from the local landfill, Dump & Run raised $32,000 
(a $12,000 increase from the previous year) for local 
charities, donated one ton of clothing to Tioga County 
flood victims, and donated 15 vanloads of non-
perishable food to a local food pantry program.

Share the Warmth - with the Ithaca Rotary Club
Campus Life staff members collected 133 bags of 
donated clothing and blankets during the 2006 
pre-holiday Share the Warmth program – the same 
amount that was collected the previous year, and a 
60% increase over the year before.  Donations were 
distributed to less fortunate families in Tompkins 
County through local nonprofit agencies.
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Slope Day
The Campus Life Green Team, along with student and 
staff volunteers, helped recover and reuse more than 
17,000 plastic bottles from Cornell’s 2006 Slope Day.

Sustainability Day
The Campus Life Green Team participates in the 
annual campus-wide Sustainability Day, highlighting 
Campus Life’s environmental initiatives and sustain-
ability efforts in our dining, housing, and community 
center operations.  

Sustainable Agriculture Educators conference
Campus Life’s Residential & Event Services partnered 
with the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences to 
bring this national conference to Cornell, scheduled for 
summer 2007.  The conference, which will include an 
estimated 100-200 participants, will focus on “green” 
principles and will be held at Alice Cook House, a 
building certified by the U.S. Green Building Associa-
tion’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
program. 

International relations
The Green Team hosted a visit by the Deputy Secre-
tary General of India’s Federation of Hotel & Restau-
rant Associations, Malini Rajendran, in conjunction 
with her project to study waste minimization. Ms. 
Rajendran, a visiting Fulbright Scholar, toured Cornell’s 
dining facilities and attended Green Team meetings.

Recycling:
Residence halls
Each year more than 400 tons of paper, plastic, glass, 
and metal recyclables are collected from Cornell’s 
residence halls, representing 36% of the total volume 
of solid waste generated.  Meetings at the start of each 
school year, in combination with programs and promo-
tional materials provided throughout the year, ensure 
high student participation.  Campus Life also supports 
a student-led initiative that provides battery recycling 
receptacles in all residence halls.
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Campus Life:
Contributing to a 

Sustainable Campus 
Environment



Florescent re-lamping projects
Campus Life has replaced all old incandescent exit 
signs and more than 80% of all student desk lamps 
with low-wattage florescent fixtures with compact bulbs 
that use one-third less energy.  Additionally, occupancy 
sensors and timer switches have been installed in 
many public areas to automatically turn off lights when 
no one is present.  

Energy-efficient appliances
All new appliances installed in residential facilities 
are the most energy-efficient on the market.  Campus 
Life’s contract with Pepsi requires replacement vending 
machines to be energy-efficient, and a pilot program 
testing the de-lamping of front display panels in these 
machines to conserve electricity has been successful 
in reducing energy consumption.  Cornell’s laundry 
contract stipulates using front-loading machines that 
reduce water use and drying times.

Window replacements and coverings
Old single-pane windows in older residence halls have 
been replaced with insulated glass windows to keep 
heat in and conserve energy.  In other facilities, 
window film has been installed to reduce solar heat 
gain, reducing the need for air conditioning.  New 
cellular window shades installed during renovation 
projects not only provide privacy, but also have an 
insulating value that reduces energy loss. 

Carpet recycling
Six years ago Campus Life Facilities committed to 
installing only recycled carpet (made from 50% re-
cycled goods), and since then has installed more than 
630,000 square feet of recycled carpeting.  By using 
carpet tiles, waste has been reduced by 10%.  Old 
carpeting that is torn out is recycled. 

Housekeeping practices
For the past several years Campus Life has been us-
ing “Green Seal” certified cleaning products in all 
facilities, which meet rigorous environmental leader-
ship standards set by the highly regarded Green Seal 
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nonprofit organization.  The Facilities Department 
plans to convert to using all environmentally safe 
cleaning materials department-wide. “Non-green” 
cleaning products are portion-controlled to minimize 
impact on the environment.  

Conference and Event Services 
For conference guests, linen is exchanged by request 
only to avoid unneccessary laundering, reducing 
energy and detergent use.  All groups using Cornell 
facilities in the summer months, including Cornell 
Reunion guests, are now asked to support Cornell’s 
commitment to sustainability by following environmen-
tal guidelines specified in each group’s contract.  

Collaboration with students:
Ecology House
Of Campus Life’s ten themed residential houses, one 
– Ecology House – is devoted to its residents’ shared 
commitment to environmental stewardship.  Students 
follow ecologically sound practices in the house and 
regularly participate in educational outreach programs 
and activities.  For example, a group of theatrically 
inclined students from the house, the Eco Players, 
regularly perform an adaptation of Dr. Seuss’s pro-
environment children’s story The Lorax at campus 
events and at the Ithaca Earth Day Festival.

Energy Conservation Program - with the 
    Residential Student Congress
The Residential Student Congress leads a program 
that promotes conservation in the undergraduate resi-
dence halls.  Ongoing campaigns remind students to 
adopt habits like turning off lights when leaving a room.  
This group was also responsible for having motion 
sensor lights installed in residence hall common areas.

Academic initiatives
The Campus Life Green Team supports and partici-
pates in student projects from the undergraduate class 
ALS 477:  Environmental Stewardship on the Cornell 
Campus.  Green Team members also contributed to 
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the classroom curriculum and assisted with student 
projects for the School of Hotel Administration class 
HADM452: Sustainable Development and The Global 
Hospitality Industry.

Other student initiatives
Environmental stewardship is a passionate interest 
– and a popular lifestyle choice – of many Cornell 
students.  Countless other students participate in a 
variety of environmental initiatives, including clean-up 
programs for the gorges in and around Ithaca, the 
“Rails for Trails” cleanup, and the purchase and use of 
earth-friendly supplies and products.

Printed on recycled paper

For more information about the Campus Life Green 
Team, please contact Jody Kunk-Czaplicki at jak236@
cornell.edu.

For additional information about environmental issues at 
Cornell University, visit the Cornell Sustainable Campus 
website at www.sustainablecampus.cornell.edu.

Campus Life
2336 South Blach Hall

Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853

607-255-5511
www.campuslife.cornell.edu

© Campus Life, February 2007

7

Fair Trade coffee
Cornell Dining features Fair Trade coffee at all of its 
facilities.  Fair Trade guarantees a set price to 
coffee growers, enabling them to implement sustain-
able farming practices, become more self-sufficient 
and less vulnerable to market price fluctuations, and 
improve the quality of life within their communities.

Vegetable oil reuse
Dining’s used vegetable oil is provided to a student 
project team researching alternative vehicle fuel.  An 
additional 1,700 gallons each year are distributed to 
local leather makers for use in tanning hides. 

Sustainable laundry
Based on a student-led effort to sell eco-conscious 
laundry detergent on campus, Cornell Dining now 
stocks environmentally friendly detergent in its 
convenience stores on North and West Campus.

Facilities:
Green building practices 
All new North and West Campus construction proj-
ects of the last five years are designed according to 
sustainability standards set by the U.S. Green Build-
ing Association’s LEED program.  LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) is a nationally 
accepted benchmark rating environmentally sound site 
development, water savings, energy efficiency, non-
toxic materials selection, and indoor environmental 
quality.  Alice Cook House was the first LEED-certified 
residence hall in New York State.  

Water and mechanical systems
In the past several years Campus Life’s water 
consumption declined by 18% after replacing shower 
heads with low-flow fixtures, and installing motion-
activated faucets in all community center public rest-
rooms.  Recent replacement of mechanical systems 
and heaters in various facilities has reduced energy 
consumption by 20%.  All construction and renovation 
projects include stringent testing to ensure systems 
are operating properly to avoid energy waste.  
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